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only had the intention to relate does not come
within the confines of his evidence."

"The objection is superficial and cannot be sus-
tained," replied Shan Tien. " If an evilly-disposed
one raised a sword to strike this person, but was
withheld before the blow could fall, none but a
leper would contend that because he did not pro-
gress beyond the intention thereby he should go
free. Justice must be impartially upheld and
greatly do I fear that we must all submit."

With these opportune words the discriminating
personage signified to Kai Lung that he should
begin.

THE STORY OF WONG TS'IN AND THE WILLOW-
PLATE EMBELLISHMENT

Wong Ts'in, the rich porcelain-maker, was ill
at ease within himself. He had partaken of his
customary midday meal, flavoured the repast by
unsealing a jar of matured wine, consumed a little
fruit, a few sweetmeats and half-a-dozen cups of
unapproachable tea, and then retired to an inner
chamber to contemplate philosophically from the
reposeful attitude of a reclining couch.

But upon this occasion the merchant did iwt con-
template restfully. He paced the floor in deep de-
jection, and when he did use the couch at all it was
to roll upon it in a sudden access of internal pain.
The cause of his distress was well known to the
unhappy person thus concerned, nor did it lessen
the pangs of his emotion that it arose entirely from
his own ill-considered action.

When Wong Ts'in had discovered, by the side of
a remote and obscure river, the inexhaustible 'bed
of porcelain clay that ensured his prosperity, his
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